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“My  2  Cents” 


Mitch  Ernst 
President  /  Editor 


"Autumn  is  a  season  followed  immediately  by 

looking  forward  to  Spring.  "  -  Anonymous 


As  President  of  the  NNA  I  am  writing  this  to  let  members 
know  of  numerous  suggestions  that  will  be  brought  up,  dis¬ 
cussed  and  possibly  voted  on  at  the  upcoming  NNA  Meeting 
prior  to  the  NNA  Dinner  October  22nd  in  Omaha  which  could 
result  in  possible  changes  to  the  NNA  and/or  the  NNA  Show. 

As  members,  you  have  probably  noticed  the  “State  Show”  is¬ 
n’t  what  it  used  to  be  and  as  a  result,  the  bang  for  the  buck 
isn’t  what  it  used  to  be  either  for  the  local  hosting  club  either. 

Observing  the  NNA  show  for  a  number  of  years  now  as  both 
editor  and  more  recently  President,  I’ve  had  the  opportunity  to 
see  the  show  from  many  different  perspectives.  I’ve  seen  the 
burden  the  NNA’s  “take”  from  the  show  places  on  the  hosting 
clubs.  I’ve  heard  the  repeated  complaints  from  bourse  chair¬ 
men  asking,  “What  does  the  NNA  do  for  that  money?” 
Mostly,  I’ve  observed  a  function,  the  NNA  Show,  that  is  being 
propped  up  primarily  by  tradition.  I  fear  the  NNA  Show  has 
fallen  to  the  level  of  that  recognizable  maxim  when  someone 
asks  why  something  is  done  in  a  particular  way,  “Because 
that’s  the  way  it’s  always  been  done.”  Is  that  a  good  reason 
to  keep  doing  something  though? 

To  be  honest,  I  think  the  NNA  Show  is  a  reflection  of  the  NNA 
in  general.  For  the  past  two  or  three  years  we  have  struggled 
to  get  any  members  to  attend  the  annual  meeting.  So,  we  of¬ 
fered  more  than  one  meeting  for  members  to  attend.  The  re¬ 
sult?  No  one  attended  the  Spring  meeting  in  Fremont  in  May. 
When  the  meeting  was  held  during  the  show,  dealers  com¬ 
mented  they  weren’t  able  to  attend  because  they  couldn’t 
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leave  their  tables.  So,  the  meeting  was  moved  to  the  evening 
of  the  NNA  Dinner  after  the  bourse  closed  and  prior  to  the 
start  of  the  dinner  to  accommodate  those  concerns.  The  re¬ 
sult?  No  increase  in  attendance.  I  wonder  if  that  is  apathy  or 
a  message? 

So,  it  isn’t  just  the  NNA  Show  that  is  struggling  to  find  it’s 
place  in  the  21st  Century,  but  the  NNA  itself.  As  I  mentioned 
earlier,  is  doing  something,  just  because  it  has  always  been 
done  that  way  before,  a  good  reason  to  continue? 

Now  for  the  suggestions. 

The  NNA  Should  Be  Dissolved. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  NNA  has  outlived  it’s 
usefulness.  Personally,  I  don’t  prescribe  to  that  opinion  nor 
support  that  view  point.  But  when  I  see  the  lack  of  participa¬ 
tion  by  members  at  meetings,  literary  contributions  to  the  Jour¬ 
nal,  etc.,  I  have  to  wonder.  When  I  look  at  the  NNA  by-laws 
and  the  purpose  for  the  organization  however,  I  am  reminded 
that  the  NNA  was  organized  “for  the  particular  purpose  of 
bringing  numismatists  of  Nebraska  into  closer  relations.  ”  In 
the  hey  day  of  the  hobby,  the  NNA  used  its  Show  &  Conven¬ 
tion  to  fulfill  that  purpose  by  offering  a  convention  with  break¬ 
fasts,  speakers,  dinners,  educational  exhibits,  etc.  for  mem¬ 
bers  to  come  together  and  enjoy  each  other’s  company  and 
their  common  enjoyment  of  the  hobby.  Today?  Not  so  much. 
However,  I  still  see  the  need  for  a  State  organization  and  I  still 
believe  in  the  stated  purpose  of  the  organization  so  I  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  the  NNA  has  outlived  it’s  usefulness.  Instead,  I  think 
we’ve  been  presented  the  opportunity  to  re-invent  what  the 
NNA  does  so  that  it  can  fulfill  that  lofty  purpose  once  again.  I’ll 
state  my  ideas  about  that  later  on. 

The  NNA  Show  should  be  canceled. 

For  a  number  of  reasons  the  NNA  Show  has  fallen  into  disre¬ 
pair;  ie.,  lack  of  local  club  support  on  a  number  of  levels,  the 
show  looses  money  for  the  NNA,  the  show  is  not  what  it  used 
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to  be,  the  show  does  not  fulfill  NNA  goals  and  purpose,  etc.  to 
name  a  few.  If  you  look  at  the  show  flyer  passed  out  by  my 
own  local  club  for  this  year’s  “NNA  Show”  ,  the  NNA  wasn’t 
given  top  billing  nor  was  the  show  promoted  as  a  “state  show”. 
The  purpose  and  benefit  of  a  local  club  hosting  an  NNA  Show 
was  that  a  “State  Show”  supposedly  attracts  more  dealers  and 
interest  by  the  public,  but  if  the  show  isn’t  promoted  with  that 
in  mind  the  benefits  are  lost. 

Trying  to  collect  the  NNA’s  “cut”  from  the  show  is  stressful  for 
both  the  local  clubs  and  the  NNA  officers.  Oftentimes,  that  fee 
does  more  to  widen  a  gap  in  relations  than  it  does  to  cause 
them  to  become  closer.  Does  the  NNA  Show  give  the  NNA 
more  exposure  than  it  could  get  by  simply  setting  up  a  table  at 
local  shows  throughout  the  year?  Since  becoming  president  I 
have  tried  to  attend  and  set  up  and  man  a  table  for  the  NNA  at 
as  many  local  shows  as  I’ve  been  able  too.  Thanks  to  the 
generosity  of  local  clubs  and  show  chairmen,  the  NNA  has 
been  given  a  table  at  both  shows  held  in  Lincoln  each  year 
and  the  Fremont  show.  Clubs  and  shows  not  mentioned  have 
not  been  as  cooperative.  Why  the  lack  of  cooperation?  I 
think  it  reflects  a  general  low  opinion  of  the  NNA,  it’s  function, 
usefulness,  etc..  Larry  Gibbs  in  Gering  is  working  to  revitalize 
the  hobby  in  the  panhandle  and  I  would  love  to  be  able  to 
make  the  drive  out  some  year  and  see  his  show  in  person. 

Remember,  the  decision  was  made  long  ago  that  the  primary 
means  of  making  money  for  the  NNA  is  through  the  show 
revenue  cut  it  receives  from  the  NNA  Show.  The  problem 
with  that  is,  the  costs  of  the  dinner  have  all  but  cancelled  out 
any  income  the  NNA  would  have  gained.  Thankfully  the  Jour¬ 
nal  is  self  sufficient  through  the  ad  revenue  it  receives.  Dues, 
then,  is  what  makes  the  NNA  go,  so  maybe  we  need  to  look  at 
ways  to  increase  membership? 

Keep  the  current  four  club  rotation  to  host  the  NNA  show 
but  do  away  with  the  $250  cut  for  the  NNA  and  replace  it 
with  a  new  pay  scale. 

This  suggestion  is  intended  to  help  the  host  club  not  to  feel 

(Continued  on  page  6) 
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“penalized”  for  hosting  the  NNA  Show  by  paying  out  $250  of 
it’s  show  receipts  to  the  NNA  for  the  use  of  the  name,  brand 
and  promotional  use  of  the  show  being  a  “State  Show”.  We  all 
must  remember,  there  was  a  time  when  the  NNA  and  the  host 
club  split  the  bourse  50/50  and  then  lowered  to  a  $300  cut, 
then  lowered  again  to  the  present  $250  cut  which  was  done  to 
ease  the  concerns  of  the  host  clubs  and  the  drop  off  of  show 
revenues  in  a  changing  world.  I  think  we  all  can  see  where 
this  trend  is  leading  This  suggestion  would  do  away  with  the 
current  $250  cut,  BUT  would  instead  ask,  the  4  clubs  in  the 
current  rotation  to  each  pay  $75  per  year.  This  $75  payment 
would  not  only  reserve  the  right  for  a  club  to  stay  in  the  current 
rotation  to  host  the  show,  but  also  eases  and  spreads  out  the 
perceived  economic  burden  of  doing  so. 

The  NNA  Show  should  be  held  in  One  Location: 

This  suggestion  has  been  floating  around  for  some  time  now 
and  has  been  voted  down  previously  before  as  well.  Instead 
of  a  different  club  hosting  the  NNA  show  each  year,  one  club 
would  make  the  commitment  to  host  it  every  year.  Major  or¬ 
ganizations  like  the  ANA  and  CSNS  have  instituted  such  a 
policy  recently  by  choosing  Chicago  as  their  city  of  choice  for 
their  upcoming  shows.  If  there  was  absolutely  no  interest  by 
other  clubs  in  the  state  hosting  the  NNA  show  I  could  see  this 
being  a  viable  alternative,  but  I  think  this  suggestion  is  like  put¬ 
ting  a  band-aid®  on  a  knee  when  the  leg  itself  is  broken.  As  I 
addressed  in  the  previous  suggestion,  is  the  NNA  Show  itself 
viable  whether  it  is  held  by  one,  four  or  forty  clubs?  That  is 
what  we  as  an  organization  need  to  address.  Not  who  hosts 
the  show,  but  is  there  really  a  need  for  and  support  of  a  “State 
Show”  any  longer?  But  what  if  the  state  show  wasn’t  held  any 
longer  what  would  replace  it?  What  would  the  NNA  do?  I’m 
glad  you  asked. 

My  ideas: 

I  suggest  that  the  NNA  shifts  it’s  focus  away  from  asking  col¬ 
lectors  to  drive  to  it,  come  to  it  and  support  it  primarily  through 
a  State  Show  and  instead,  reach  out  to  the  collectors  of  this 
state.  I’ve  made  the  suggestion  that  in  these  changing  times, 
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the  NNA  needs  to  change  as  well  in  order  to  stay  relevant.  My 
idea  is  for  the  NNA  to  start  holding  “Dinners”  in  various  loca¬ 
tions  across  the  State.  Following  the  form  of  the  Central 
States  Educational  Seminars,  these  “NNA  Dinners”  would  fea¬ 
ture  a  speaker  and  could  be  held  almost  any  where  there  are 
collectors.  Unlike  a  show,  that  depends  on  a  collector  base  to 
attract  dealers,  a  dinner  would  not  depend  on  those  economic 
indicators  which  has  been  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  our  western 
members.  With  the  NNA  relying  on  a  show  as  it’s  only  func¬ 
tion,  it  limits  itself  by  depending  on  the  willingness  of  others  to 
make  the  commitment  to  reach  out  for  the  organization. 
Unlike  our  current  reliance  on  the  interest  as  well  as  the  eco¬ 
nomic  investment  by  eastern  dealers  to  travel  west  for  a  State 
Show,  a  dinner  would  give  the  NNA  the  opportunity  to  inde¬ 
pendently  “show”  our  western  membership  that  we  do  value 
them  and  their  commitment  to  the  NNA.  A  dinner  would  be  a 
way  for  the  NNA  to  reach  out  to  places  in  the  state  that  the 
NNA  is  not  currently  able  to  because  of  its  reliance  on  a  show 
to  be  its  main  vehicle  of  socialization  for  members.  A  dinner 
would  give  collectors  in  any  area  of  the  state  the  opportunity  to 
gather  together,  network  and  learn  something  new.  The  NNA 
can  keep  a  presence  at  shows  by  setting  up  a  table  but  is 
there  really  a  need  for  an  NNA  show?  I  wish  I  had  the  space 
to  go  into  more  detail,  but  in  a  nutshell,  that  is  my  idea. 

Your  ideas: 

Do  you  have  an  idea,  comment  or  suggestion  about  what  you 
just  read?  You  have  the  opportunity  to  let  your  voice  be 
heard  at  the  NNA  Meeting  in  Omaha  October  22nd.  We  can 
discuss  the  suggestions,  a  combination  of  ideas  or  make  no 
changes  whatsoever.  But  that’s  why  we  have  meetings!  To 
share  ideas  and  make  decisions  about  the  future  direction  of 
the  NNA.  If  you  cannot  attend  PLEASE  write  to  myself,  Gene, 
Patrick  or  John  with  your  ideas  and  comments. 

The  officers  of  the  NNA  want  and  need  to  know  what  you 
think. 

-]\A\ 
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Show  Scrapbook 

Lincoln  Numismatic  Society  Annual  Show 

August  7th,  2011 


David  Willsie  and 
the  Lincoln 
Numismatic 
Society  put  on 
another  successful 
show  and  kept 
both  buyers  and 
sellers  happy 
during  their  one 
day  show. 
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Show  Scrapbook 

Lincoln  Numismatic  Society  Annual  Show 

...continued 


The  NNA  thanks 
LNS  for  the  use 
of  a  table  during 
the  show  to  help 
promote  the 
hobby  and  the 
state  dub. 
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489-COIN 

489-2646 


The  Colliery 

Visit  us  in  our  NEW  LOCATION, 
still  at  the  Piedmont  Shops,  but 
now  several  shops  to  the  north. 

Since  1965. ..Coins,  paper 
money  and  bullion  bought  & 
sold. 


Mon. -Thu.,  12:30  PM  to  8  PM 
Fri.,  12:30  PM  to  4:30  PM 
Sat.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 
Sun.,  Noon  to  5:00  PM 

Free  appraisals,  by  appointment. 


#25  Piedmont  Shops,  1265  S.  Cotner  Blvil. 
(S.  Cotner  Blvd.  Ht  A  Street) 
Lincoln  NL  68510 
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Coin  Collecting  Highlights  of 
a  Nebraskan  Boyhood 

-Jeff  Burke 


Introduction 


I  want  to  thank  Mitch  Ernst,  President  of  the  Nebraska  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  for  inviting  me  to  contribute  this  article  to  the  NNAJ.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Mitch  at  the  201  I  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado 
Springs.  CO.  I  also  am  grateful  to  Harry  E.  Salyards,  Editor-in-Chief  of 
Penny-Wise  for  Early  American  Coppers,  who  gave  me  the  correct  title  of 
the  Hastings,  Nebraska  coin  club  that  I  joined  in  the  1970s  which  is  now 
defunct. 


Ke\  Influences  on  Mv  Early  Coin  Collecting: 

1  trace  my  childhood  fascination  with  coins  to  my  maternal  grandfather, 
Tewes  Rohlfs,  who  gave  me  an  1851  Large  Cent  with  a  small  hole  through 
the  center  of  the  coin.  He  also  gave  me  a  small  leather  pouch/folder  filled 
with  Fractional  Currency  from  the  Civil  War.  What  an  excellent  way  to 
pique  the  curiosity  of  a  young  boy!  My  Grandpa  Tewes  and  Grandma  May 
lived  in  Omaha,  and  it  was  a  real  treat  to  have  them  visit  our  home  in  Hast¬ 
ings  or  make  the  trip  to  "the  big  city"  to  see  them. 

I  began  collecting  coins  seriously  at  the  age  of  ten  in  1968.  My  late  parents, 
Julius  and  Sandra  Burke,  made  several  trips  to  Europe  in  the  1970s  and 
brought  home  shiny  coins  from  foreign  countries  to  examine.  I  remember 
Italian  lire,  British  pence  and  pounds,  and  Swiss  francs.  Dick's  Hobby  Shop 
in  downtown  Hastings  provided  a  treasure  trove  in  the  search  for  coins  to 
fill  my  Whitman  blue  folders.  I  can  still  picture  Dick's  push-button  oper¬ 
ated,  revolving  glass  case  display  of  coins,  and  the  shelves  lined  with  mag¬ 
nifying  glasses,  storage  tubes,  and  other  collector's  essentials. 

My  family  took  a  vacation  trip  to  the  East  Coast  during  the  summer  of  1969 
or  1970.  In  all  of  my  eleven  or  twelve  years,  I  had  never  seen  a  city  the  size 
of  Philadelphia.  What  a  thrill  it  was  to  tour  the  Philadelphia  Mint! 

Later  I  began  visiting  a  small  coin  room  inside  the  "House  of  Yesterday," 
the  local  museum  in  Hastings  now  called  the  "Hastings  Museum."  A  retired 
high  school  teacher  and  coach  by  the  name  of  Roy  Bassett  operated  this 

(Continued  on  page  12) 
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(Continued  from  page  1 1) 

museum  shop.  On  my  trips  to  the  display  room,  Mr.  Bassett  taught  me  to 
identify  mintmarks,  errors,  and  coin  designs  of  various  denominations. 
Most  importantly,  he  taught  me  to  appreciate  holding  a  piece  of  history  in 
my  hand! 

I  mowed  a  great  many  lawns  in  our  neighborhood  so  I  could  earn  money 
to  buy  coins  at  Dick's  Hobby  Shop  and  from  Mr.  Bassett,  who  was  very 
patient  with  his  young  customer!  Like  many  of  you,  1  began  going 
through  my  pocket  change  and  money  from  banks  to  experience  the  thrill 
of  finding  coins  to  fill  the  holes  of  my  Whitman  blue  folders  for  cents, 
nickels  and  dimes.  As  a  high  school  student  in  the  mid-1970s,  I  joined  the 
South  Central  Nebraska  Coin  Club  of  Hastings,  Nebraska.  I  was  the  sec¬ 
ond  youngest  member  of  the  club.  During  our  monthly  meetings  at  the 
"House  of  Yesterday,"  I  learned  a  tremendous  amount  about  numismatics 
from  the  older  members  and  senior  citizens  in  our  club! 

When  I  reached  junior  high  school  age,  I  traded  and  sold  my  coins 

(Continued  on  page  13) 


Lincoln  Coin  Club  has  new  location  for  monthly 
meetings. 


Lincoln  Coin  Club  would  like 
to  invite  you  to  join  them 
the  2nd  Thursday  of  each 
month  at  Eastridge  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church,  1135  Eastridge 
Dr.  @  7:30  pm. 


r 
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(Continued  from  page  12) 

(including  a  1909-S  VDB  Lincoln  Cent  and  a  1937-1)  "Three-Legged"  Buf¬ 
falo  Nickel,  both  in  extremely  fine  condition)  to  assemble  a  basic  U.S.  type 
set  of  coins  from  Half  Cents  to  Silver  Dollars.  I  paid  $175.00  for  the  1909- 
S  VDB  from  a  company  in  California  after  seeing  an  ad  in  Coin  World. 

It  took  me  three  years  to  complete  my  U.S.  type  set.  I  had  some  choice 
pieces  in  that  collection!  Alas,  I  sold  it  to  another  coin  collector  in  our  Hast¬ 
ings  club  to  help  pay  for  tuition  at  Hastings  College,  shortly  before  the 
price  of  gold  and  silver  skyrocketed  in  1980!  Although  the  money  went  to  a 
good  cause,  I  always  deeply  regretted  selling  that  set  of  40  coins. 

I  made  notes  in  a  1997  Redbook  to  determine  which  coins  I  would  target  if  I 
ever  got  back  into  the  hobby.  My  plan  was  to  focus  on  acquiring  the  key  or 
semi-key  dates  in  my  favorite  series.  In  January  2006, 1  decided  to  return  to 
the  hobby  that  brought  me  so  much  pleasure  and  joy  as  a  young  boy  and  as 
a  teenager.  I  joined  the  American  Numismatic  Association  along  with  the 
Lynchburg,  Virginia  Coin  Club,  where  I  now  serve  as  First  Vice-President. 

Coin  Collecting  Tips: 

In  closing.  1  would  like  to  mention  a  few  coin  collecting  tips  that  I  have 
gathered  over  the  past  five  years  that  may  be  helpful  to  you  as  well: 

1 .  Read  books  and  articles  about  your  coins  of  choice  prior  to  making  ma¬ 
jor  purchases. 

2.  Numismatic  books  can  be  borrowed  from  the  ANA  Dwight  N.  Manley 
Numismatic  Library  in  Colorado  Springs  if  you  join  the  ANA. 

( Continued  on  page  14) 


Always  looking  for  high  quality  mint  state  IKE’S, 
raw  or  certified. .  toned  or  white!. 

UNC’s  not  Junk! 

I  LI  KE  \ 

IKE 


Mitch  Ernst 
P.O.  Box  24559 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
403-497-2696 
nuMitchmatist@msn.com 
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Coin  Collecting  Highlights  of  a  Nebraskan  Boyhood 

Continued  from  page  8 

{Continued  from  page  13) 

3.  Consider  signing  up  for  Summer  Seminar  courses  conducted  by  Ihe  ANA 
each  year  in  Colorado  Springs.  I've  been  to  the  Seminar  twice  -  what  an 
education! 

4.  The  toughest  challenge  for  those  sought  after  coins  is  patience.  I  typi¬ 
cally  examine  35-40  specimens  of  the  same  coin  before  making  a  purchase. 

5.  Think  about  getting  the  best  value  for  coins  in  high  grades. 

6.  We  are  temporary  caretakers  of  our  historic  coins  and  paper  money.  In¬ 
vest  in  a  low  cost  acid-free  coin  storage  system.  I  keep  all  of  my  coins  in  an 
Intercept  Shield  box  in  a  bank  vault. 

7.  As  a  member  of  the  ANA,  you  have  the  opportunity  to  insure  your  coins 
through  HWI:  Hugh  Wood,  Inc.,  which  is  designed  to  assist  ANA  members 
at  reasonable  rates. 

8.  Seek  out  the  adv  ice  of  coin  dealers  and  collectors  that  you  trust  to  help 
you  build  your  collection  and  avoid  market  pitfalls. 

9.  Please  support  the  YN  (Young  Numismatist)  programs  at  the  local,  state 
and  national  levels.  These  children  and  young  adults  are  the  future  of  our 
hobby! 

Happy  Hunting! 

-  Jeff  Burke 


About  the  author  - 

Jeffrey  C.  Burke  is  Associate  Professor  of  Religious  Studies  at  Piedmont  Virginia  Community  College  in 
Charlottesville,  Virginia.  He  was  Visiting  Assistant  Professor  of  Islamic  Studies  at  College  of  the  Holy 
Cross  in  Worcester,  MA  in  2007-2008.  He  has  taught  a  wide  range  of  courses  on  Islamic  Studies,  the  mod¬ 
ern  Middle  East,  and  world  religions.  Burke  is  a  specialist  in  the  history  of  religions  covering  the  nineteenth 
and  early  twentieth  centuries,  whose  research  has  focused  on  the  history  of  education  in  Egypt  and  inter¬ 
faith  relations  in  the  Middle  (East.  Prior  to  his  graduate  training,  Burke  taught  for  two  years  at  Ramses  Col¬ 
lege  for  Girls,  a  private  school  for  Egyptian  students  in  Cairo,  Egypt.  Professor  Burke  is  the  author  of  book 
chapters,  articles,  and  reviews  in  leading  scholarly  works  with  a  focus  on  women  in  religious  traditions,  the 
history  of  Islam,  and  Muslim-Christian  relations.  Burke  received  a  Fulbright-Hayes  Award  (Jordan)  to 
participate  in  the  University  of  Virginia-Yarmouk  University  Summer  Arabic  Program  in  1995.  He  coau¬ 
thored  the  chapter  "|Muslim|  Civil  Rights  in  the  United  States”  (with  Salima  Christie  Burke),  in  Modern 
Muslim  Societies  published  by  (Marshall  Cavendish  Reference,  201 1 ).  A  native  of  Hastings,  Nebraska,  he 
holds  M.A.  and  Ph  D.  degrees  in  Islamic  Studies  from  McGill  University  in  Montreal,  where  he  was 
awarded  the  J.  Jeffrey  Semaan  Arabic  Prize  in  1992.  Burke  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  from  Princeton 
T  heological  Seminary,  and  a  B.A.  in  Secondary  English  education  from  Hastings  College. 
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VN  Corner 

-Patrick  Milliken  (OCC  VN  Director  /  NNA  1st  V.P.) 

Halloween  is  just  around  the  corner  so,  I  thought  I'd 
send  some  ghoulish  facts  trick-or-treating  to  your  doors. 

Did  you  know? 

Did  you  know  that  Hanz  Holzer  (1920-2009),  the  fa¬ 
mous  ghost  hunter  and  author  of  over  a  hundred  books 
dealing  with  the  paranormal  was  also  a  famous  numis¬ 
matist?  He  co-wrote  "The  Coin  Collector's  Almanac"  in 
1946  with  M.F.  Schulman.  Not  many  people  know  this, 
but,  Holzer  also  wrote  the  numismatic  auction  catalogs 
for  Stacks! 

In  892  A.D.,  Sigurd  I,  the  king  of  Orkney  (Orkney  is  a 
group  of  islands  to  the  north  of  modern-day  Scotland) 
went  to  war  against  Maelbrigte,  the  ruler  of  Moray 
(Moray  was  a  kingdom  in  the  north-east  part  of  modern- 
day  Scotland).  During  the  battle,  Sigurd  cut  off  Mael- 
brigte's  head.  Sigurd  tied  his  opponent's  decapitated 
head  to  his  saddle  and  rode  off.  The  story  doesn't  end 
there,  however.  Maelbrigte  was  well  known  for  having  a 
tooth  that  protruded  from  his  mouth  at  an  odd  angle.  As 
Sigurd  rode  away,  Maelbrigte  s  tooth  rubbed  against 
Sigurd’s  leg  and  wore  through  the  skin.  The  result  was 
blood-poisoning  and  Sigurd  died.  To  this  day,  Sigurd  of 
Orkney  is  the  only  king  known  to  have  been  bitten  to 
death  by  a  dead  man. 

I  hope  you  enjoyed  these  gruesome  Halloween-themed 
fun  facts. 

Check  in  next  time  for  more  numismatic  tidbits. 
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Westward  Journey  Proof  Nickels 

By  Steven  C.  Drake 


To  commemorate  the  bicentennial  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
and  the  travels  of  Merriwether  Lewis  and  William  Clark,  the  Mint 
redesigned  the  five  cent  nickel,  calling  this  program  The  Westward 
Journey  Nickel  Series™. 


In  2004,  the  first  of  these  newly  redesigned  nickels  were 
issued.  The  2004  nickel  kept  the  same  obverse  Thomas  Jefferson 
design  by  Felix  Schlag  as  other  nickels  since  1938.  The  reverse 
design  was  adapted  from  original  Indian  Peace  Medals  made  for  this 
expedition.  Mint  sculptor  Norman  E.  Nemeth  was  the  designer.  This 
particular  nickel  is 
known  as  the 
Peace  Medal 
Nickel.  Later  in 
the  year,  Mint 
sculptor,  A1 
Maletsky, 

designed  another  reverse  known  as  the  Keelboat  design.  The  reverse 
depicts  the  55-foot  boat  that  was  used  by  Lewis  and  Clark  to  haul  the 
supplies  that  were  needed  on  the  expedition. 


In  2005,  the  mint  issued  two  more  redesigned  nickels.  The 
obverse  design  was  the  work  of  Joe  Fitzgerald  and  was  rendered  by 
Mint  sculptor,  Don  Everhart.  The  obverse  design  is  based  on  a  1789 
marble  bust  of  Thomas  Jeffererson,  by  Jean-Antoine  Houdon.  The 
motto  “Liberty,  "that  appears  on  the  obverse,  is  based  on  Thomas 
Jefferson’s  handwriting.  This  obverse  design  is  the  only  year  this 
design  appears  on  the  nickel.  The  first  reverse  design  issued  that  year 
is  known  as  the  American  Bison.  The  reverse  was  a  Jamie  Franki 
design,  and  was  produced  by  Norman  E.  Nemeth.  The  second 
reverse  design  for  that  year  was  Joe  Fitzgerald’s  “Ocean  In  View" 

design,  which  was 

B  produced  by  Mint 

sculptor  Donna 

|t  i  Weaver.  The 

fl  “Ocean  In 
■?/  , „ 
f  View  reverse 

depicts  the  cliffs 

(Continued  on  page  !7) 


16 


Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal  Oct  /  Nov  /  Dec  2011 

over  the  Pacific  Ocean.  William  Clark  made  a  note  in  his  journal  on 
November  7,  1805,  “Ocean  in  view!  O!  The  Joy!” 

Westward  Journey  Proof  Nickels  came  in  the  standard  1 1- 
piece  proof  set,  the  1 1-piece  silver  proof  set,  and  a  Coin  and  Medal 
Set  that  was  issued  in  both  2004  and  2005. 

The  Westward  Journey  Nickel  Series™  Coin  and  Medal  Set 
contained  one  of  each  nickel  designed  for  the  year  plus  a  proof 
Sacagawea  Dollar  and  a  bronze  silver-plated  replica  of  the  Jefferson 
Peace  Medal.  Peace  Medals  were  used  as  a  symbolic  outreach  of  the 
new  nation  eager  to  promote  a  friendly  relationship  with  the  Native 
Americans. 

In  a  December  29,  2004  press  release,  the  U.S.  Mint  said  a 
maximum  production  of  25,000  Coin  and  Medals  Sets  were  going  to 
be  produced  for  the  2004  issued  coins.  These  sets  were  priced  at 
$19.95  plus  postage.  A  May  12,  2005  press  release  from  the  U.S. 
Mint  said  75,000  Coin  and  Medal  Sets  were  available  for  the  2005 
year  coins.  The  price  was  still  $19.95  plus  postage. 

In  “A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins .  "also  known  as  “The 
Official  Redbook"  it  lists  1,789,488  standard  11-coin  proof  sets 
made  and  1,157,934  11-silver  coin  proof  sets  made,  for  a  total  of 
2,965,422  proof  sets  for  the  year  2004.  Also,  “The  Official 
Redbook"  lists  2,965,422  proof  Keelboat  Nickels  and  Sacagawea 
Dollars  for  the  year;  but  2,992,069  proof  Peace  Medal  nickels  for  the 
year.  This  is  a  difference  of  26,647  coins.  However,  the  December 
29,  2004  press  release  said  25,000  Coin  and  Medals  sets  were 
available  which  included 
each  of  the  two  proof 
nickel  coins  and  one  proof 
Sacagawea  Dollar.  In 
2005,  “The  Official 
Redbook”  lists  2,275,000 
standard  11-coin  proof 
sets  made  and  1,069.679 
11 -silver  coin  proof  sets 
made,  for  a  total  of 
3,344,679  proof  sets 
made  for  2005.  This  same 
mintage  figure  of 

3,344,679  is  used  for  each  of  the  2005  proof  nickels  and  the  2005 

( Continued  on  page  18) 
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Sacagawea  Dollar.  However,  a  May 
12,  2005  press  release  says  75,000 
Coin  and  Medals  sets  with  the  proof 
coins  were  available. 


The  Westward  Journey  Nickel 
Series ™  Coin  and  Medal  Sets  are 
not  even  listed  in  “COIN  WORLD” 
and  “NUMISMATIC  NEWS”  price 
guides.  “The  Official  Redbook"  lists 
them  under  Government 
Commemorative  Sets.  In  my 
opinion,  a  better  place  to  list  the  sets 
would  be  under  Proof  Sets.  The 
above  mentioned  publications,  lists  Standard  Proof  Sets,  Silver  Proof 
Sets,  Prestige  Proof  Sets,  Quarter  Proof  Sets,  and  Presidential  Proof 

Sets  under  proof  sets.  Why  not 
include  the  Westward  Journey 
Nickel  Series™  Coin  and  Medal 
Sets  under  proof  sets  in  the  price 
guides.  One  might  argue  that  the 
Coin  and  Medal  Sets  include  a 
medal,  but  proof  sets  in  the 
1980’s  had  a  small  medal  insert 
in  the  space  where  a  dollar  coin 
would  have  been. 

When  it  comes  to  the  mintage 
figures  in  “The  Official  Redbook" 
for  the  2004  &  2005  nickels, 
and  the  Sacagawea  Dollars,  the  figures  are  low;  except  for  the  Peace 
Medal  nickel,  which  might  be  high.  “The  Official  Redbook”  figures  do 
not  take  into  account  the  proof  coins  issued  in  The  Coin  and  Medal 
Set. 


If  you  are  a  Nebraska  Club  and  have  a  Coin  Show  or  Numismatic 
event  planned,  send  a  flyer  3-6  months  in  advance  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  Editor 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal 
P.O.  Box  24913 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
Email:  nuMitchmatist@msn.com 

For  inclusion  in  the  Journal  in  time  for  your  show.  Thank  you! 
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www.millardnumismatics.com 
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Club  Spotlight! 

Wahoo  Coin  Club 

50th  Anniversary  Celebration 

August  6,  2011 

Wahoo  Coin  club 
celebrated  it's 
50th  Anniversary 
with  an  Ice 
Cream  social  on 
August  6th. 


Members  and 
guests  were  asked 
to  sign  a  com¬ 
memorative 
poster  (see  below) 
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John  Veach  shared 
an  interesting  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  club's 
history  as  well  as 
brought  examples  of 
the  club's  various  col¬ 
lectible  issues  from 


over  the  years. 


(Below) 

There  was  plenty  of  ice 
cream  and  fixin’s  for 
all  to  enjoy  at  the  end 
of  the  meeting. 


^ . 
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THF  OPUFSOWF  STORY  OF  A  ROYAL 
WURDFR,  A  DISAPPEARANCE  AND  TWO 

GHOSTS 

By 

Patrick  Milliken 

YN  Director  /  Omaha  Coin  Club 

First  Vice-President  /  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 


In  London,  England,  in  Westminster  Abbey  in  the  Henry 
VII  Chapel,  at  the  north  end  of  one  of  the  aisles  where 
the  altar  once  stood,  rests  a  large  white  marble  urn  on  a 
pedestal  with  a  latin  inscription.  The  rough  translation  of 
the  inscription  is:  "Here  lie  interred  the  remains  of  Edward 
V  King  of  England,  and  Richard,  Duke  of  York...  Charles 
the  second,  a  most  merciful  prince,  having  compassion 
upon  their  hard  fortune,  caused  the  funeral  to  be 
performed  for  these  most  unhappy  princes  and  their 
bones  to  be  laid  among  the  tombs  of  their  ancestors, 
anno  domini  1678".  What  is  the  story  behind  these 
obscure  princes?  There  in  lies  the  story  of  an  ursurpation, 
a  murder,  the  ending  of  a  royal  dynasty,  the  ending  of  the 
medieval  period  of  English  history  and  a  ghost  story. 

Our  story  begins  in  April  of  1483,  when  a  king  died. 
Edward  IV  was  just  41  years  old  and  already  past  his 
prime.  A  dashing  warrior  well  over  six  foot  tall  in  his 
youth,  Edward  was  now  fat  and  sick.  His  death  was  said 
to  have  been  painful.  Years  after  his  death,  the  rumor 
spread  that  he  had  been  poisoned.  He  left  two  young 
sons,  12  year  old  Edward  V,  now  King  of  England  and  his 
10  year  old  brother,  Richard,  Duke  of  York.  Their  uncle, 
Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  was  named  in  the  elder 
Edward's  will  as  the  boy's  protector. 
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To  prepare  for  young  Edward's  coronation,  Richard  had 
both  of  the  young  boys  installed  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Bloody  Tower  in  the  Tower  of  London,  which  was,  at 
this  time,  a  royal  residence.  Plans  were  made  for  a 
coronation  on  June  25th  and  got  as  far  as  the  cloth  for 
Edward's  coronation  robes  being  ordered.  The  situation 
abruptly  changed,  however  as  parliament,  likely  at  the 
wishes  of  their  uncle,  Richard,  suddenly  declared  the  two 
princes  to  be  illegitimate  due  to  their  parent's  wedding 
being  declared  invalid.  The  boys  found  themselves  in  a 
dangerous  situation  as  the  crown  was  then  offered  to  their 
uncle,  the  30  year  old  Richard,  Duke  of  Gloucester, 
already  virtual  ruler  of  the  northern  part  of  England  and 
the  youngest  brother  of  the  recently  deceased  king.  To  his 
credit,  Richard  refused  the  crown  the  first  time  it  was 
offered,  but  he  accepted  it  and  the  kingship  the  second 
time,  to  become  Richard  III  and  the  last  of  the 
Plantaganet  kings. 

Richard  had  a  problem,  even  though  the  two  young 
princes  had  been  declared  illegitimate,  they  were  more 
dangerous  than  ever.  They  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
public  eye... forever. 

The  boys  were  kept  locked  away  in  the  Tower  of  London, 
where  they  were  seen  playing  in  the  gardens  and  through 
the  windows  of  their  rooms,  but  over  the  ensuing  weeks, 
they  were  to  be  seen  less  and  less  until  they  finally 
disappeared,  to  be  seen  no  more.  What  happened  to 
those  boys  has  remained  a  mystery  to  this  day.  In  1502 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  (VII)  Tudor,  before  his 
excecution  on  an  unrelated  charge,  Sir  James  Tyrell 
confessed  under  torture  that  King  Richard  had,  after 
unsuccesfully  attempting  to  persuade  Sir  Robert 
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Brackenbury,  the  Constable  of  the  Tower  Of  London  to 
kill  the  princes,  asked  him  to  do  the  deed.  Tyrell  stated 
that  he  and  two  cohorts  went  to  the  Tower  of  London 
with  a  letter  from  the  king  ordering  that  the  keys  to  the 
buildings  of  the  Tower  complex  were  to  be  surrendered  to 
them  for  the  day.  Having  obtained  the  keys,  the  three 
men  made  their  way  to  the  princes'  room.  Upon  finding 
the  boys  sleeping,  two  of  the  men  held  them  down  while 
the  third  smothered  them  with  their  pillows.  Whether  this 
is  what  really  happened  is  now  anyone's  guess.  History, 
itself  is  the  only  one  to  know  what  really  occured  that  day, 
and  history  is  not  giving  up  its  secrets. 


As  gruesome  as  the  murders  was,  it  is  almost  anticlimatic 
when  compared  with  the  speculation  about  what 
happened  to  the  boys  after  they  were  killed.  The  bodies 
disappeared  and  were  lost  forever...  So  everybody 
thought.  As  late  as  at  least  1619  when  Sir  George  Buck, 
the  Master  of  the  Revels  under  James  I  wrote  his 
remarkable  book  The  Historie  of  Kynge  Richard  the 
Thyrd  (The  History  Of  King  Richard  III),  it  was  speculated 
that  after  the  boys  King  Edward  and  Duke  Richard  were 
killed,  Sir  James  Tyrell  and  his  cohorts  buried  the  bodies, 
but,  that  King  Richard,  for  whatever  reason,  ordered  a 
priest  (who,  incidentally,  was  already  dead  by  the  time  of 
Tyrell' s  confession)  to  disinter  the  bodies  and  dispose  of 
them  elsewhere.  The  chroniclers,  Edward  Hall  and 
Richard  Grafton  elaborated  on  this  story,  stating  that 
some  say  that  King  Richard  ordered  the  priest  to  dig  up 
the  bodies  of  the  princes  and  put  them  in  a  lead  box, 
which  was  to  be  put  in  a  lead  coffin.  Holes  were  to  be 
poked  in  the  ends  of  the  lead  coffin  and  the  whole  thing 
was  to  be  weighted  down  with  iron  and  cast  into  a  place 
called  the  Black  Deeps  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  River. 
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Whatever  happened  to  the  bodies,  many  stories  were  told 
about  the  fate  of  the  princess's  bones,  and  through 
repitition,  the  stories  gained  credit. 

For  almost  two  hundred  years,  the  bodies  of  Edward  V 
and  Duke  Richard  were  lost,  but  during  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  II  (r.  1660-1685),  a  gruesome  discovery  was 
made.  In  1674,  workmen  were  demolishing  a  stairway 
leading  from  the  King's  lodgings  to  the  chapel  in  the 
Tower  of  London's  White  Tower  when  buried  at  about 
ten  feet  under  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  they  found  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  elm  chest.  Upon  opening  the  chest,  the 
bones  of  two  young  boys  were  discovered.  Apparently, 
the  chest  also  contained  evidence  of  who  the  two  skele¬ 
tons  belonged  to,  for  they  were  declared  to  be  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  two  princes,  who  had  been  missing  for  some 
191  years.  Further  indignity  awaited  the  poor  princes  as 
their  bones  were  tossed  out  with  the  rubble  from  the 
stairs.  When  King  Charles  heard  what  had  happened,  he 
ordered  the  bones  to  be  retrieved.  When  that  was  done, 
he  asked  the  famous  architect,  Sir  Christopher  Wren  (the 
man  who  rebuilt  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  in  London  after  the 
fire  of  1666)  to  design  a  white  marble  tomb  for  the 
bones.  Upon  completion,  the  tomb  was  placed  in  the 
Henry  VII  chapel  in  Westminster  Abbey,  near  the  tomb  of 
King  Henry  VII  and  his  wife  (and,  incidentally,  their  own 
sister)  Queen  Elizabeth  of  York. 


One  would  think  that  the  story  of  these  two  pitiful  princes 
was  at  an  end,  but,  that  is  not  so,  for,  after  their  deaths, 
they  were  still  seen  and  they  are  occasionally  still  seen  to 
this  very  day.  As  early  as  the  late  1400's,  a  guard  passing 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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the  stairs  leading  to  the  princess’  chambers  in  The  Bloody 
Tower  spotted  the  shadows  of  two  small  figures,  who 
were  later  identified  as  the  missing  princes,  gliding  down 
the  stairs.  Through  the  windows  of  their  rooms,  and  also 
in  the  chambers,  themselves,  the  ghosts  of  the  two 
princes  were,  over  the  centuries,  seen  playing.  Their 
frightened  ghosts  have  also  been  seen,  more  recently, 
dressed  in  their  nightgowns  holding  onto  each  other  in 
their  fear  and  crying.  When  witnesses  have  tried  to 
approach  the  children  to  comfort  them  they  have  been 
shocked  to  see  the  pitiful  ghosts  back  up  against  one  of 
the  walls  and  disappear. 


Often,  it  is  fun  to  collect  coins  that  are  related  to  an  im¬ 
portant  event  or  time  in  history,  and  this  relatively  short 
but  incredibly  important  period  of  time  is  no  exception. 
Collecting  coins  from  the  four  monarchs  from  this  time 
can  be  very  satisfying,  but,  it  can  be  a  challenge.  By  far, 
the  most  inexpensive  and  therefore  easiest  coins  to  obtain 
are  the  silver  pennies  dating  from  King  Edward  IV' s  sec¬ 
ond  reign  (1471-1483).  Also  fairly  easy  to  obtain  would 
be  the  "Sovereign  Style"  (facing  bust  style)  silver  pennies 
which  date  from  early  in  King  Henry  (VII)  Tudor's  reign 
(1485-1509).  The  coins  of  King  Richard  III  and  Edward  V 
can  be  prohibitively  expensive  for  the  average  collector. 
Due  to  the  short  reign  (two  years,  one  month)  of  Richard 
III  (r.  1483-1485)  and  owing,  in  part  to  the  wide  scale  de¬ 
struction  of  his  coins  during  subsequent  reigns,  Richard 
Ill’s  silver  and  gold  coins  are  very  rare,  which  is  reflected 
in  the  price  of  any  of  this  king’s  coins.  Of  course,  the  rar¬ 
ity  of  Richard  Ill's  coins  is  relative  when  compared  with 
the  coins  of  Edward  V.  His  reign  lasted  less  than  three 

(Continued  on  page  30) 
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months,  from  late  April  to  late  July  of  1483  (if  he  can  be 
said  to  have  really  reigned  at  all)  and  he  was  never  for¬ 
mally  crowned.  The  vast  majority  of  coins  formerly  attrib¬ 
uted  to  Edward  V  are  now  thought  to  be  attributable  to 
either  Richard  III  or  the  last  year  of  the  second  reign  of 
Edward  IV.  Although  some  of  the  gold  Angels  and  Half¬ 
angels  and  silver  Groats,  Pennies  and  Half-pennies  which 
bear  the  half  sun  -  half  rose  mintmark  are  thought  to  have 
actually  been  minted  during  the  brief  reign  of  Edward  V, 
these  are  excessively  rare  and  this  rarity  is  accounted  for 
by  the  cost  of  these  coins. 


Pictured  below  are  a  silver  penny  from  the  second  reign 
(1471-1483)  of  Edward  IV  and  a  "Sovereign  Style"  silver 
penny  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VII  (1485-1509) 


( Continued  on  page  31) 
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I  Continued  from  page  JO) 

Post  Script: 

In  later  years,  the  deaths  of  no  fewer  than  three  kings  of 
England  have  been  laid  at  Richard  Ill's  feet.  He  was  said 
to  have  stabbed  to  death  poor,  mad  Henry  VI  in  1471, 
poisoned  his  eldest  brother,  Edward  IV  in  1483  and  had 
his  nephews,  Edward  V  and  Richard,  Duke  of  York 
smothered  with  their  own  pillows  somewhere  between 
late  June  and  early  September  of  1483.  He  was  also  ac¬ 
cused  of  killing  his  other  brother,  George,  Duke  of  Cla¬ 
rence  by  drowning  him  in  a  butt  (a  cask)  of  malmsey  wine 
and  of  poisoning  his  own  wife,  Anne.  But,  was  Richard 
really  the  deformed  murdering  monster  that  he  has  been 
portrayed  as?  The  truth  is  that  he  was  not.  Richard  was 
an  excellent  warrior  and  would  have  probably  won  the 
battle  of  Bosworth  Field  on  August  22nd,  1485,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  treachery  of  two  nobles  whose  aid  he 
was  depending  on  and  for  his  own  rashness  in  his  desire 
to  kill  Henry  Tudor  (later,  King  Henry  VII,  reigned  1485- 
1507)  with  his  own  hands.  During  his  slightly  over  two 
year  reign  (1483-1485),  Richard  only  had  the  chance  to 
call  his  parliament  into  session  once,  but,  that  parliament 
was  very  progressive  for  it's  time. 


For  the  first  time,  the  parliament's  minutes  were  written  in 
English,  rather  than  Latin,  and  the  focus  of  Richard's  sole 
parliament  concerned  the  welfare  of  the  common  subjects 
more  so  than  any  previous  parliament.  As  for  his  sup¬ 
posed  deformity  (Richard  was  accused  of  having  been 
hunchbacked),  contemporary  portraits  show  Richard  as 
not  having  been  deformed,  except  for  portraits  which 
have  been  "doctored  '.  The  most  likely  explanation  for  his 

(Continued  on  page  32) 
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supposed  deformity'  was  that  Richard  was  right  handed, 
and  his  dominant  hand  would  have  been  his  sword  hand. 
With  all  the  sword  and  arms  training  he  did,  naturally  his 
muscles  would  have  been  noticeably  more  developed  on 
his  right  side,  as  they  would  have  been  on  any  other  war¬ 
rior.  The  fact  that  Richard  was  a  small  man  would  have 
made  this  even  more  obvious.  As  for  the  murders,  Rich¬ 
ard's  wife,  Anne,  had  always  been  of  a  delicate  constitution 
and  she  most  likely  died  of  consumption  (tuberculosis). 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence  was  a  traitor  who  had  been  im¬ 
prisoned  in  the  Tower  of  London,  forgiven,  imprisoned 
again  and  finally  ordered  executed  by  his  own  brother,  Ed¬ 
ward  IV,  so  if  Richard  had  actually  killed  Clarence,  it  was  a 
state  sanctioned  execution.  Edward  IV  was  almost  certainly 
not  killed  by  Richard;  his  own  debauched  lifestyle  is  the 
most  likely  culprit  for  his  demise.  As  for  the  last  three, 
Henry  VI,  Edward  V  and  Richard,  Duke  of  York,  it's  im¬ 
possible  to  say,  Henry  was  insane  and  the  kindest  epitaph 
that  can  be  applied  to  him  is  that,  while  he  was  a  very  pi¬ 
ous  king,  he  was  an  incompetent  one.  While  he  was  a  ter¬ 
rible  king,  he  would  have  made  a  great  monk.  England  was 
in  grave  danger  from  France  and  it  needed  a  strong  king  to 
organize  the  defense  of  the  kingdom  and  to  defend  it. 
Henry  was  not  that  king. 

It  is  possible  that  Richard  could  have  personally  killed 
Henry,  but  that  has  never  been  proved  and  it  is  equally 
possible  that  just  about  anyone  else  could  have  killed 
Henry.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  Richard  did  have  the  two 
young  princes  killed,  but  that  has  never  been  proven,  and 
even  if  he  did,  the  two  boys  would  most  likely  not  have  sur¬ 
vived  had  they  been  allowed  to  live  and  Edward  to  reign. 

( Continued  on  page  37) 
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PAPER  MONEY 

NATIONALS,  Large  Size  &  Smat  Size  Type.  Obsolete  &  Stars! 

Nebraska  Banknotes 

TOM  SURINA,  LLC  ED  BRIGANTE 
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PFLUMM  ROAD  AT  SANTA  FE  TRAIL  DRIVE 

LENEXA,  KANSAS 

AT  1-35  \ND951 1  STREET,  GO  TWO  BLOC  KS  WEST  TOPI-T  UMM 
\NL>  I  WO  BLOCKS  N(  )RT  II  MK  OMMI  IN!  I  V  Cl  Nil  K 

SATURDAY  9  TO  5  SUNDAY  9  TO  3 

75  DEALER  TABLES 

NO  ADMITTANCE  FEE 

I  KM  DRAWINGS  ON  IT  IK  HOUR,  DOOR  PRIZES 
YN  AUCTION  2:00  p.m.  SATURDAY 


Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal  Oct  /  Nov  /  Dec  2011 


Nebraska  Numismatic  Events 
2011  State  Coin  Show  Calendar 


2011  Omaha  Monthly  Collectors  Show  - 

Jan.  16,  Feb.  20,  March  20,  April  10, 

May  15,  June  19,  July  17,  Aug.  21,  Sept.  18, 
Oct.  16,  Nov.  20,  Dec.  18 

Wyo-braska  Show  /  Gering  -  Sept.  24,  2011 

Omaha  Coin  Club  Show/  NNA  Convention 
-Oct.  22  &  23  (see  flier  pg.  17) 

•  The  2011  NNA  Convention  will  be  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Omaha  Coin  Club  Show. 

• 

If  you  would  like  information  on  table  availability  and  cost, 
please  contact  the  show  Chairman, 

Ron  Matson 

P.O.  Box  460953 

Papillion,  NE  68046 

402-895-7715 

email:  Qualitycoins@aol.com 


A  peek  at  what’s  planned  for  2012 

Lincoln  Coin  Club  Show  /  NNA  Convention 

Lincoln  Coin  Club  will  be  hosting  the  NNA  Show 
March  10  &  11  2012.  Mark  your  calendars  now! 
For  info  contact  Larry  Lee.  Lee@athena.csdco.com 
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He  was  too  young  to  defend  the  kingdom  as  it  needed  to 
be,  and  would  have,  almost  certainly,  at  the  very  least, 
have  been  deposed,  in  which  case  it  would  have  been  nec¬ 
essary  for  Edward,  at  least,  to  have  been  killed  to  keep 
him  from  making  bids  to  regain  his  throne  and  in  the 
process,  tearing  England  apart.  Richard  could  have  had  his 
nephews  murdered,  but,  in  truth,  if  he  had,  it  is  important 
to  realize  that  the  late  1400's  was  a  very  rough  time  and  if 
Richard  had  had  the  boys  killed,  he  would  have  been  act¬ 
ing  as  no  more  than  any  other  man  of  his  time.  Even  if 
Richard  did  not  have  his  nephews  killed,  his  own  usurper, 
Henry  VII  most  certainly  would  have,  and  quite  possibly 
did. 


Col.  Patrick  Milliken,  is  a  professional  auctioneer.  He  is 
also  a  fourth  generation  coin  collector  and  has,  himself, 
been  collecting  for  almost  thirty  years.  He  is  the  VN  Di¬ 
rector  for  the  Omaha  Coin  Club  and  is  1  st  VP  of  the 
NNA.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sac-Midwest  Coin 
Club.  After  studying  archaeology  and  anthropology  at 
Baylor  University,  he  earned  his  degree  in  History  at 
UNO.  He  has  worked  with  local  museums  on  several 
numismatic  projects,  and  is  currently  running  the  Omaha 
Coin  Club  encased  coins  program.  Patrick  lives  in  Papil- 
lion,  Nebraska. 
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...invites  you  to  join  their  2,300  members  and  to  support  the 
mid  west’s  respected  regional  numismatic  organization. 
Founded  in  1939.  CSNS  has  been  serving  numismatics  and 
promoting  the  education  of  collectors  for  70  years! 


For  membership  questions, 
contact  Secretary  Jerry  Lebo, 
P.O.  Box  841 
Logansport,  IN  46947 
email;  jclebo@verizon.net 
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For  questions  about  The  Centinel, 
contact  Gerald  Tebben,  Editor 
P.O.  Box  82125 
Columbus,  OH  43202 
email:  gtebben@columbus.rr.com 
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NNA  News 


2011  Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 
State  Show  &  Convention 

Banquet 

When:  October  22nd 

Where:  Venice  Inn  72nd  &  Pacific  Omaha 

Time:  6:00  pm  NNA  Business  Meeting 
7:00  pm  Cocktails 

7:30  pm  Dinner  Attendees  will  be  able  to  order  from  the  full  menu 
unless  more  than  25  register  to  attend  in  which  case  a  selection  of  3  menu 
items  will  be  available. 

Speaker:  Carrie  Wieners,  Durham  Museum  Curator,  “The  Books,  Manuscripts 
and  Documents  of  the  Byron  Reed  Collection" 

For  information  or  to  make  reservations  contact: 

NNA  President  Mitch  Ernst  402-397-2696 
nuMitchmatist@msn.com,  P.O.  Box  24559  Omaha,  NE  68124 

The  restaurant  requests  information  on  the  number  of  attendees  by  October 
1st,  so  please  RSVP  ASAP.  Thank  you  and  hope  to  see  you  there  for  this  fun 
event!  If  you  show  up  without  a  reservation  there  is  no  guarantee  that  you  will  get  a 
seat. 
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Nebraska  Numismatic  Association  Journal  Oct  /  Nov  /  Dec  2011 


Membership  Application/  Renewal  Form  * 

Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 

Please  Print  ! 

$5 

$20  : 

per 

for  : 

year  Name 

5  years 

Address 

City 

State 

zip  : 

email 

e 


The  Monthly  Collector’s  Show 
2011  -  Our  37th  Year 
Coins  and  Currency 

Howard  Johnson’s  1-80  &  72nd  St.  Omaha,  NE 

Jan.  16  •  Feb.  20  •  March  20  •  April  10  • 
May  15  •  June  19  •  July  17  •  Aug.  21 
Sept.  18  •  Oct.  16  •  Nov.  20  •  Dec.  18 

»>FKE  APMISSION<<< 

CONTACT 

Ed  Bishop 
2016  E.  19th 
Fremont,  NE  68025 
1-402-721-7364  or  720-3355 
edabish@msn.com 
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Nebraska  Numismatic  Association 

Club  Directory  -  Meeting  times  and  locations 

Fremont  -  Fremont  Coin  Club,  3rd  Saturday,  The  Evangelical  Free  Church 
Social  Hall,  20th  &  Lincoln  Streets,  7:30  pm. 

Grand  Island  -  Grand  Island  Coin  Club,  No  longer  meeting 

Kearney  -  Rumor  has  it  that  Kearney  has  a  new  coin  club.  The  Journal  is 
awaiting  confirmation  and  club  name  and  location 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Coin  Club,  2nd  Thursday,  Eastridge  Presbyterian  Church, 
1135  Eastridge  Dr.  7:30  pm. 

Lincoln  -  Lincoln  Numismatic  Society,  1st  Thursday,  Hampton  Inn, 

Old  Cheney  road  and  Hwy  2,  7:30  pm. 

Nebraska  City  -  Nebraska  City  Coin  Club,  4th  Tuesday, 

@  the  Burger  King  S  77  Hwy,  7:00  pm 

North  Platte  -  Platte  Valley  Coin  Club,  No  current  information  on  club’s 
existence  or  meeting  location  is  available 

Omaha  -  Omaha  Coin  Club,  3rd  Friday,  Douglas/Sarpy  County  Extension 
Office,  8015  West  Center  Road.  7:30  pm.  VN’s  7:00  pm. 

Omaha  -  SAC/Midwest  Coin  Club,  1st  Tuesday,  Denny’s  Restaurant, 

84th  &  1-80,  7:00  pm. 

South  Sioux  City  -  Siouxland  Coin  Club,  write  for  information, 

901  S.  Cecelia,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  51106 

Seward  -  Nebraska  Token  Collectors  Club,  2nd  Sunday, 

Cattle  National  Bank,  2:00  pm. 

Wahoo  -  Wahoo  Coin  Club,  1st  Saturday,  Saunders  County  Historical  Mu¬ 
seum,  240  N.  Walnut,  7:30  pm. 

-►Not  responsible  for  invalid  information 

lf  you  have  corrections  or  addtions  please  submit  them  in  writing  to: 

Mitch  Ernst  /  NNA  Journal  editor  •  P.O.  Box  24913  •  Omaha,  NE  68124 
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ANACS  attributes  all 
CHERRYPICKER’S  GUIDE  Varieties 


THE  COLLECTOR'S  CHOICE  ™ 


.  3200+  YAM  Varieties 


•  Breen 


.  CONECA 


•  Overton 


•  Sheldon 


•  And  Dozens  more. 


ANACS-America’s  Oldest  Coin  Grading  Service.  Established  1972. 


Quent  Hansen 

Regional  Representative 
Great  Plains  Region 

Phone  800-888-1861 
Fax  303-339-3450 


customerservice@anacs.com 


AMERICA  S  OLDEST  GRADING  SERVICE  "" 


www.anacs.com 


PO  Box  6000 
Englewood.  Colorado  80155 
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